[Clinical and experimental study on shen-qi injection with chemotherapy in the treatment of malignant tumor of digestive tract].
Shen-Qi (Ginseng-Astragalus) injection was used with chemotherapy in the treatment of 176 cases of malignant tumor of the digestive tract. Results showed that Shen-Qi injection could reduce the toxic effects produced by chemical agents and increase the patient's body weight, as compared with that treated by chemotherapy alone (P < 0.001). It could protect the body's hematopoietic function. In Shen-Qi injection with chemotherapy group; the WBC count changed insignificantly but in chemotherapy group the WBC count reduced markedly, in which the rate of chemotherapy failure was 26.5% the difference between these two groups appeared to be significant (P < 0.01). Shen-Qi injection could increase the cellular immunologic function of the body, including phagocytic index and percentage of phagocytes, T lymphocyte transformation rate(cpm) as well as esterase stain. Further more, Shen-Qi injection could promote blood circulation to remove blood stasis and reduce the whole blood specific viscosity (P < 0.05). In the animal experiment, the total number of bone marrow cells and karyocytes of combined treatment group was found to be higher (P < 0.001) and the average weight of thymus was heavier (P < 0.05) than that in chemotherapy group. Shen-Qi injection could also prolong the survival time and increase the tumor inhibiting rate of experimental mice.